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Summary: "Stories so good, so meaty, so brilliant, that you will want to read them over and over, unearth the
subtle notes, try to understand what drives people to do what they do." -- Sarah Willis, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
"Why isn"t Jim Shepard more famous? A finalist for the National Book Award, he is best known for his
obsessive and fearless plundering of the trunks of history, [and here] he summons a gallery of real and
imagined anti-heroes. With empathy, intelligence, and a wit that finds its mark like lightning, Shepard explodes
and re-creates the reader"s notions of reality, like a word-wielding Zeus, transporting us light years beyond
what we think we know of the world." --Elissa Schappell, Vanity Fair ("Best Books of 2011 You Haven't Read")
"A short-fiction master, [Shepard] here pushes into new territory, giving us 11 stories about characters at the
end of their endurance: contradictory, foolishly brave (or bravely foolish), clinging to hope beyond the point
that hope is any longer a reasonable alternative." --David L. Ulin, Los Angeles Times "Each one of these eleven
stories stands out for its masterly fusion of technique and subject." --Alan Cheuse, San Francisco Chronicle "
[Shepard"s] kaleidoscopic . . . genius resides in his omnivorous curiosity and imaginative inventiveness. [His]
stories have the strangeness and bell-like clarity of truth [and] the execution is so sure-handed that the reader is
drawn in with complete and effortless authority." --Michael Lindgren, The Washington Post "Nobody writes
stories like Jim Shepard. They''re cool and sophisticated with an irresistibly wayward humor. At the same time,
they'"re not afraid to stake everything on moments of pathos." --Catherine Holmes, The Post and Courier
"Immersive, visceral . . . [Shepard"s] writing is so good...
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