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illustrated. 1830. Excerpt: . . . At Mani on the Rio de los Lagartos, is a very ancient palace, resembling that at
Palenque, which was for some time inhabited by the Franciscans while their convent was building: in the centre
of the principal area stands a conical pillar or pyramid of stones. On the road from Merida to Bacalar occur
many other buildings. These are evidently the pyramidal edifices which struck the Spanish conquerors with so
much surprise on their first landing in the peninsula of Yucatan, and which they compared to Moorish mosques.
There can be no doubt of their sepulchral character, although they may have answered, like other ancient
monuments, the double purpose of temples and tombs. The province of Chiapa would thus seem to have
received its aboriginal population from the same source as the peninsula of Yucatan; and if the language
spoken by the Indians should prove to be the Maya, (a point which we must look to some future traveller to
ascertain, ) there will be no room for hesitation in referring these monuments of ancient civilisation to a race
distinct from the Aztec, and bearing more affinity to the Zapotec Indians of Oaxaca. The Cyclopean masonry of
the Cbolulan builders, differs scarcely less specifically from the architecture of Mitla and Palenque, than the
temples of Nubia from the pyramids of Gheeza. CONCLUSION. We must now take leave of this interesting
portion of the New Continent, --the most interesting perhaps, in respect of its physical features,...
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