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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Role of Product Architecture in the
Manufacturing Firm Product architecture is the scheme by which the function of a product is allocated to
physical components. This paper further defines product architecture, provides a typology of product
architectures, and articulates the potential linkages between the architecture of the product and six issues of
managerial importance: (1) product variety, (2) product performance, (3) component standardization, (4)
design and production lead time, (5) product change, and(6) the organizational structure of the firm. The
paper is conceptual and foundational, synthesizing fragments from several different disciplines, including
software engineering, design theory, operations management, and product development management. The
paper is intended to raise awareness of the far-reaching implications of the architecture of the product, to
create a vocabulary for discussing and addressing the decisions and issues that are linked to product
architecture, and to identify and discuss specific trade-offs associated with the choice of a product architecture.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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