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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Major-General Winfield Scott Hancock: Oration at
the National Cemetery, Gettysburg, May 29, 1886 The original purpose of Memorial Day was to commemorate
the defenders of our country who died during the War of the Rebellion. But custom has widened the scope of
our ceremonies, and we now commemorate our dead comrades whether they died during the war or since its
close. When I accepted your courteous invitation to address you on this occasion it was my purpose to take as
my theme the great cause which impelled our comrades and ourselves to obey the Nation s call; but the recent
death of the great soldier whose fame is inseparably associated with the battle here fought, and who upon his
last visit to this field - but short six months ago - was the honored and grateful recipient of your hearty
welcome, suggested to me that under the circumstances I could have for this occasion no theme more
appropriate, none more acceptable to yourselves than Winfield Scott Hancock. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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