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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . proud and fiery Artaxerxes. He marched his army down from the
mountains, and seized the whole Roman territory along the Euphrates. Severus gathered an immense force to
punish this insolence. Roman dignity was not hurt when the Parthians escaped her by skurrying into the
deserts; but here was a regular army established on Roman territory, and actually besieging and capturing
Roman cities. Artaxerxes retreated before the advancing foe. Despite his boastful message, he was far too wise
a general to risk his new empire on the chances of a decisive battle between his raw troops and these splendidly
armed and trained legions. He withdrew into Persia, leading his adversary along as he had led the Parthian
king; and when Severus followed with his great army in three widely separated divisions, Artaxerxes fell
suddenly upon one section. It was overwhelmed and utterly destroyed by the deadly arrows of the Persian
bowmen. Severus made haste to withdraw the remainder of his troops; but privation, disease, and the fierce
attacks of the pursuing Persian cavalry, so reduced their numbers, that he reached the Mediterranean with
scarcely a third of his original army. It was one of the most terrible disasters the Roman arms ever
encountered. The terms of the peace that followed are not clear. Artaxerxes certainly did not get all the
territory he had so extravagantly claimed. Probably he contented himself with some small concessions, fully
aware that, despite his success, Roman power was greater than his...
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