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(OCoLC)528790377 Subject: Computer security -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 9 Recently, Chairman Thompson
and I directed Committee staF to investigate the implementation of the NIPP and SSPs to learn whether they
are motivating private industry to protect our critical infrastructure. Because such a large task is based upon a
voluntary partnership, we need to give great attention to whether actions are, indeed, being taken. That will be
the focus of my attention at today s hearing. The release of the NIPP and the SSPs was delayed significantly.
Unfortunately, the threat to our critical infrastructure was not simultaneously delayed. As a result, we have to
quickly determine whether these plans are being implemented by owners and operators to better protect our
critical infrastructure. It is not enough to create large, nearly unreadable documents and to discuss processes;
instead, we must focus on implementation and execution. For instance, we must have eFective and eFicient
communication between private sector owners and operators of critical infrastruc-ture and all levels of
government. On September 26, 2007, Chairman Thompson and I sent a letter to Assistant Sec-retary Stephan
and Director Caverly about the implementation of the SSPs and the status of the National Annual Report that is
supposed to describe the implementa-tion of protection eForts. Based upon the Departments responses, we are
quite con-cerned about whether verifiable action is being taken by the private sector. I am not here to
reprimand the private sector or to viscerally call for its regula-tion. Because of the mission, however, I believe
that all options should be on the table. I believe that we need...
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