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themselves. With deference to a polite and tottering old custom, the author announces his purposes in writing
the book; They were, first, to sketch the course and progress of the art in an easy perspective; second, to
assemble some scattered material which is interesting and convenient to have in small compass; third, to give
some results of his own reasoning, and playfully, as it were, to fly the kite of speculation from more or less solid
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