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Modern Germany. At the Hague Conference of 1907, one power had voted against every proposal to reduce the
size of Europe s great armies and navies. That power was the German Empire, voicing the will of Prussia, its
largest and most powerful state. Prussia owed its own existence largely to successful wars, and the German
Empire owed its existence to Prussia. From a second-rate power in 1860, Prussia rose under Bismarck s policy of
blood and iron to become the strongest military force in Europe. Bismarck accomplished this result by means
of a military system which compelled every man in the country to serve a certain number of years in the army,
and to be ready at a moments notice to join his regiment if there came a call to war. With a great military
machine fully organized and equipped, Bismarck was ready for the aggressive wars by which he meant to
make Prussia the acknowledged leader of Germany. Aided by Austria, Prussia in 1864 tore from Denmark the
provinces of Schleswig-Holstein; next Austria herself was crushed by Prussia, and ousted from the German
Confederation(1866); and finally France was vanquished, robbed of two of her richest provinces, and compelled
to pay a huge war indemnity as the price of peace. While his victorious armies were laying siege to Paris, the
king of Prussia was crowned German Emperor in the ancient palace of the French kings at Versailles (1871).
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work....
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