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designate Vietnam is an important signal that our purpose is to improve conditions for religious believers, and
that we will recognize progress when it occurs. The re-maining problems in Vietnam merit immediate attention,
and there is still a great deal of work for the Government of Vietnam to do to achieve full religious freedom. The
President raised religious freedom issues in his meetings with the Prime Min-ister and President of Vietnam
when he was in Hanoi in November. The Secretary of State also met with religious leaders on the margins of the
APEC conference in Hanoi and stressed our continued dedication to this issue. We are all committed to securing
further progress there and hope that the real improvements achieved in Vietnam can be a model for progress
and engagement in other nations. Uzbekistan Uzbekistan is just such a country where we hope to replicate our
model of engage-ment and progress. The Secretary added Uzbekistan to the CPC list because viola-tions of
religious freedom in Uzbekistan are systematic and ongoing and the situa-tion has continued to deteriorate
since last year. The Government continues to tar-get observant Muslims for arrest, often viewing conservative
Islamic practice alone as grounds for suspicion of involvement in terrorism. The already restrictive religion law
has been further tightened, Christian congregations have been harassed and deregistered, and fines have been
dramatically raised. Muslims have long borne the brunt of the Government of Uzbekistans harsh re-pression.
The Governments ongoing campaign against extremist Muslims has re-sulted in the arrest of many observant,
non-extremist Muslims, as well as allega-tions, dozens of them confirmed, that law enforcement has
physically...
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